
A   Tale   of   Two   Cities Mrs.   Kinder   ( kkinder@maypearlisd.org )   
Summer   Reading   Assignment English   IV   Honors   

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

This   link:    ATTC   NOVEL   PDF     is   for   a   free   PDF   version   of   the   
novel.    Please   purchase   your   own   copy   of   the   novel   if   you   
would   prefer   to   have   a   hard   copy   of   the   book.    If   you   purchase   
the   book,   make   sure   it   is   the   unabridged   version   of   the   novel.   

  
This   link:     ATTC   AUDIOBOOK     is   for   a   free   audiobook   on   
YouTube   for   the   entire   novel.     

  
This   link:     ATTC   MINI   SERIES     is   for   a   movie   version   of   the   
book   on   YouTube.    It   is   from   1989,   but   it   does   a   fairly   good   
job   of   following   the   book.    Watching   the   movie   might   be   
helpful,   but   does   not   replace   actually   reading   the   book!   

This   link:      HISTORY   CHANNEL:    FRENCH   REVOLUTION     will   take   you   to   a   YouTube   
documentary   about   the   French   Revolution.    This   might   help   you   to   better   understand   the   
historical   context   of   the   novel.   

This   link:    CHARLES   DICKENS   BIOGRAPHY     will   take   you   to   a   YouTube   documentary   
about   Charles   Dickens.    Charles   Dickens’   background   was   influential   on   his   writing,   thus   
some   context   for   Dickens   and   his   life   can   help   the   reader   better   understand   his   work   and   
perspective.   

This   link:     ATTC   STUDY   GUIDE   &   VOCABULARY     will   give   you   access   to   a   set   of   study   
guide   questions   and   vocabulary   words   from   the   novel.    You   are   not   required   to   complete   
the   study   guide   or   vocabulary   activities;   however,    you   will   be   responsible   for   the   
information   on   your   test   over   the   novel.   

mailto:kkinder@maypearlisd.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y4Q_wMIkwCTzVVovcysCRcE22-8lrJ-D/view?usp=sharing
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsOptpSGdv9eLL7Wkvf7Id3wPI0jTuvf7
https://youtu.be/UtGrw8CWA5g
https://youtu.be/d0tafP8HOok
https://youtu.be/HA88-nZE0iU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMibnT5wTIfHs3IIbUlx9Vxn84UK2UcT/view?usp=sharing
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SUMMER   READING   INFORMATION   

  
1. Carefully   read   and   follow   the   instructions   for   this   assignment.   

2. A   Tale   of   Two   Cities    is   a   long,   complex   novel.    Allow   yourself   enough   time   to   closely   read   and   

digest   the   novel   and   to   complete   the   assignment.   
3. You   may   choose   to   use   CliffsNotes,   Sparknotes,   etc.   as   a   resource   while   you   are   reading.   

DO   NOT   depend   on   these   resources   as   your   only   exposure   to   the   novel.   

4. I   expect   you   to   do   your   own   work;   academic   dishonesty   can   result   in   your   removal   from   the   

English   IV   honors   course.    Cheating   and   plagiarism   WILL   NOT   be   tolerated.   
5. A   test   over    A   Tale   of   Two   Cities    will   be   administered   immediately   upon   our   return   to   school   in   

August,   2021.     Failure   of   this   test   will   result   in   removal   from   the   English   IV   honors   
course.   

6. The   summer   reading   assignment   (details   below)   is    due   the   first   day   of   classes .    If   you   do   

not   have   the   assignment   with   you   when   you   come   to   class,    you   will   be   sent   to   Mrs.  
Chadwick   for   an   immediate   schedule   change.   

7. If   you   have   questions,   you   are   welcome   to   email   me   at    kkinder@maypearlisd.org .    Be   mindful   
that   I   may   not   respond   immediately,   as   I   am   also   out   of   school   for   the   summer.   

  
***   GOOD   LUCK   AND   HAPPY   READING!   ***   

  

  
SUMMER   READING   ASSIGNMENT   DIRECTIONS   

1. You   are   required   to   respond   to   each   of   the   following   questions.   

2. This   assignment   must   be   typed   according   to   the   following   guidelines:   

a. Standard   margins   (1-inch)   

b. MLA-heading   
c. 12-point,   TImes   New   Roman   or   Arial   font   

d. Responses   must   be   single   spaced;   double   space   between   questions   

e. Spelling,   grammar,   and   usage   errors   will   affect   your   grade   
3. All   responses   must   be   thorough,   thoughtful,   complete   and   well-crafted.    Any   direct   

quotations   from   the   novel   must   be   cited   according   to   MLA   guidelines.   

4. The   assignment   must   be   printed   prior   to   coming   to   class   on   the   first   day   of   school.    DO   NOT   
wait   until   the   last   minute   to   print.     Remember:   no   assignment   =   removal   from   the   class.   

5. Staple   the   assignment   in   the   upper   left   hand   corner.    DO   NOT   turn   in   your   assignment   in   a   

folder,   binder,   or   presentation   folder!!   
  

***QUESTIONS   BEGIN   ON   THE   NEXT   PAGE!   ***   
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SUMMER   READING   ASSIGNMENT   QUESTIONS   

  
INTERPRETATION   

1. From   what   point   of   view   is   the   story   told?    Why   is   that   important?   

2. Explain   the   importance   of   settings   in    A   Tale   of   Two   Cities .    Could   the   same   story   have   been   

told   in   another   place   and   time   and   still   have   had   the   same   effect?   
3. What   are   the   main   conflicts   in   the   story   and   how   are   they   resolved?   

  

CRITICAL   
4. Explain   how   in    A   Tale   of   Two   Cities    “future”   generations   are   affected   by   the   past.   

5. Explain   the   use   and   importance   of   knitting   and   cobbling.   

6. Explain   the   first   paragraph   of   the   story.   

7. Compare   and   contrast   Charles   Darnay   with   his   father   and   uncle.   
8. Explain   the   roles   of   these   characters   in   the   story:   Barsad,   Cruncher,   Gabelle,   Mr.   Lorry,   

Marquis   de   St.   Evremonde,   and   Stryver.    How   was   each   of   these   characters   important?   

9. Compare   and   contrast   Stryver   and   Carton.   

10. What   is   Lucie’s   use   as   a   character?    Would   the   story   have   essentially   been   the   same   without   
her?    Why   or   why   not?    Why   was   she   included?   

  

CRITICAL/PERSONAL   RESPONSE   

11. Suppose   Darnay   had   been   sent   to   the   guillotine   at   the   end   of   the   story.    How   would   the   
message   of   the   book   have   changed?   

  

PERSONAL   RESPONSE   
12. If   you   could   have   been   any   character   in   this   book,   which   one   would   you   have   liked   to   have   

been?    Explain.   

13. Did   you   enjoy   reading    A   Tale   of   Two   Cities ?    Why   or   why   not?   

14. The   French   Revolution   was   a   noteworthy   revolution   from   the   past.    What   are   some   more   
recent   revolutions   that   have   occurred   in   the   world?   

15. Does   this   book   have   a   hero?    If   so,   who   is   it?    If   not,   why   doesn’t   anyone   qualify   to   be   called   

a   “hero”?   
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